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Spatial Characteristics Shown in Landscape Design
-Focusing on Five Winning Design Proposals for

the Seoul City Hall Plaza Design Competition
Kim, Chung-Ho

Land Engineering

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate how five winning design proposals for the Seoul City Hall
Plaza Design Competition have shown the spatial characteristics by comparing and reviewing them. Each design
proposal shown different approaches that reveal the spatial characteristics. Through scrutinizing these design
proposals, some similar and different aspects among them were identified. In order to examine these aspects,
the winning design proposals were analysed ahd compared based on five categories such as design concepts,
main facilities, representation of historical images, spatial connection, and event programs.

Gilles Deleuze explained the spatial characteristics as striated space and smooth space. Striated space
could be defined as sedentary space. It is distant vision-optical space that has dimensional, metric, and centered
characteristics, whereas smooth space is defined as nomadic, close vision-haptic space that has directional
and acentered characteristics. This study focused on the analysis of spatial characteristics according to smooth
space and striated space.

Based on the analysis of the spatial characteristics according to the smooth and striated space, some design
proposals shown more characteristics of striated space while other proposals shown more characteristics of
smooth space. Those design proposals that shown more characteristics of smooth space reveal flexible or changeable
shape and void space, whereas the others that shown more characteristics of striated space try to suggest
apparent guidelines for the future use by retaining the idea of a plaza through the concrete shape.

This study, which analyzed the winning design proposals based on the spatial characteristics according
to the smooth and striated space, can be used to analyze the designs and could help to develop a new methodology
with a different perspective. Furthermore, it could provide practical and creative design strategies for landscape
design.
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