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Is the Librarianship in Korea a Profession?
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ABSTRACTS

The purpose of this article is to discuss on the professionalism of librarianship in Korea, The discussion
begins with exploring the conditions which are required for an occupation to be recognized as a profession.
The theoretical foundations for discussion is borrowed from ‘Theory of Profession’ in Sociology. In tum,
systematically venfied are both public image and librarians’ self-confession on librarianship. The weakness
and shortcomings of librarianship as a profession are also investigated. Finally suggested are both strategies
and methods for the librarianship in Korea to be professionalized.
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2) “a vocation in which a professed knowledge of some department of learning or science is used in
its application to the affairs of others or in the practice of an art founded upon it. Applied spec.
to the three learned professions of divinity, law, and medicine; also to the military professions. ...
... trained and skilled in the theoretic or scientific parts of a trade or occupation, as distinct from
its merely mechanical parts...,” Oxford English Dictionary.

Second edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.
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4) “a calling requiring specialized knowledge and often long and intensive preparation including instruction
in skills and methods as well as in the scientific, historical, or scholarly principles underlying such
skills and methods, maintaining by force of organization or concerted opinion high standards of
achievement and conduct, and committing its members to continued study and to a kind of work
which has for its prime purpose the rending of a public service.” Webster’s Third New
International Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged. Springfield, Mass.: Merrian-

Webster Inc,, 1993,
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