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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to segment the consumer market for women's street clothes based on
benefit sought. The sample was taken from 1106 middle class women who were in their 30’s-40's living in
Gwangju city. Consumers were classified into three groups by benefit sought. The groups were practical
benefit seeking group(36.7%), multi-benefit seeking group(32.6%) and symbolic/aesthetic benefit seeking
group(30.7%). ANOVA, xz-test revealed differences among groups according to benefit sought, use of
information sources, purchasing behavior variables and demographic variables As a result of comparison
for two market segmentations, benefit segmentation was proven to be more useful than segmentations
using clothes image preference. But there were differences in psychological variables and demographic
variables among the same benefit segments. Therefore hybrid approach on segmentation using clothes
images preferences and benefit sought is neccesary.
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