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A Comparative Study of South and North Korea on
Mathematics Textbook and the Development of
Unified Mathematics Curriculum for South and

North Korea (ll) - Focusing on the Elementary School
Textbooks of South and Those of North Korea -

Yim, Jae Hoon (Chonnam National University)

Lee, Kyung Hwa (Chongju National University of Education)

This study intends to compare the struc-
ture of contents and the way of developing
concepts in mathematics textbooks of south
and those of north Korea. After thorough
investigations of the textbooks from south
and north Korea, the following three charac-
teristics were identified.

First, the mathematics textbooks of south
Korea tends to spread out contents across
several grades, while those of north Korea
have a tendency of centralization in terms of
locating contents.

Second, in the textbooks of South Korea,
mathematics concepts are permeated through

real world situations, and students gradually

Park, Kyung Mee (Hong Ik University)

acquire those concepts mostly through activi-
ties. This is different from the approach of
the north Korean textbooks in which various
problems play a key role in explaining
concepts.

Third, the main strategy of introducing
contents in the textbooks of south and that
of north Korea corresponds to 'guidance’ and
"explanation’ respectively. Exploratory ques-
tions leading to the concepts are more
emphasized in the textbooks of south Korea,
on the other hand, meaningful explanations
play an important role in the textbooks of

north Korea.

*+ Key words: the elementary mathematics textbooks of North Korea,

guidance and explanation
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