Journal of the Korean Society of Costume
Vol.53, No.l (January 2003) pp.49~66

zrERY AnYFd 'F A9 FHA 29

RAEFBNLL 9% AR - AF VRS JPRRT RS

The Research on Post-modern Feminism and the Expression of the
Post-Fixation of Body Pattern

Shin-Young Lee* - Hye-Young Kimx**

Doctoral Course, Dept. of Fashion Design Graduate School, Sungkyunkwan University™
Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Sungkyunkwan University™*
(2002. 9. 6 1)

ABSTRACT

In the relationship between post-modern feminism and the body, the body of women, which has been
taken as ‘other’ by dominant arguments, has escaped from the fixed idea at post-modern times and the
post-modern feminists tried to escape from the taste of the times about body image that was prevalent
in the former times. “The taste of the times’ here means the fixed physical form of ideal women's body
by the educational custom, and it includes the educational prescription which establishes the docile body
of women. This kind of educational custom aims at the perfect and permanent restriction on size, shape,
desire, attitude and movement as well as on the overall demeanor and each part of the body. And the
custom produces ‘dependent and trained’, that is, inferiorized women's body.

Hence, this paper points out that the feminity as a fixed physical form should be overcome in order
to move forward, and as one part of the effort, it attempts to analyze the designs which deformed and
distorted women's body in 1990s. This research indicates that the work, which tries to deviate the
fantasized and casted women’s mystery, has been closely connected with the expression of ‘non-separate
bodies’ and ‘irregular body shapes’ in 1990s, which aims at escaping from the fixation of women's body
image.

Therefore, it is concluded that the target design trend of this research, which expressed the
deformation and perversion of the body, provides the anti-these against the ideal body image of women
and the these of feminity, which have been reproduced in various methods and patterns throughout the
public and the culture on the whole by expressing the refusal and deviation of the existing women's
body image through the post-fixation of the body pattern.
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