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The purpose of this research is to identify stereotypes toward the single women(30-49 age) held by
university students. Stereotypes toward the single women were examined at two levels: to assess students’
beliefs about the traits of single women and to categorize the traits into stereotypes.

The main results of this study were as follows:

1) Students reported 99 traits associated with the single women.

2) Hierarchical cluster analysis of the trait groupings revealed two high-level clusters: a cluster of 45
positive traits and a cluster of 54 negative traits. Within the positive and negative clusters, 10 middle-
level categories, 4 positive categories(enjoy living affluently, independence-oriented, progressive,
openhearted), and 6 negative categories(lack of vitality, pitiful, self-centered, picky, childish, self-

Corresponding Author: Yi, Yeong-Sug, Faculty of Human Ecology, Kunsan Nat'l Univ, San 68 Miryong-dong, Kunsan 573-701, Korea
Tel: 82-63-469-4623 Fax: 82-63-469-4621 E-mail: ysyi@kunsan.ac.kr

-173-



CHE P QIX|: Mi412 10T, 2003

defensive) were identified. This results suggested that young adults believed negative stereotypes are

more typical than positive ones.
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