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ABSTRACT

Instroduction

The purpose of this study was to investigate safety education-related backgrounds and safety behaviors
of dlementary school children at a local area in Jeonbuk province.

Methods

Study subjects were 308 S5th and 6th graders from 6 schools located in J City and the data were
“collected from June 16-27, 2003. Research instrument to test safety behaviors was 4-points summated scale
(Cronbach a= 94) composed of S54-items with three sub-categodes: school life safety (o= &), traffic
‘safety (a= 86), and daily life safety (o= .84), The data was analyzed by percentage, x2-test, t-test,
ANOVA and Duncan test using SPSS/PC 10.0.

Results

1. Safety Education-related Characteristics: Safety education was mostly conducted during
extracarricular hour as picnic (37.9%) and regular class (37.2%); and the instructors of safety education
were. school muse (33.2%), classroom teacher (30.9%), and parents (234%) in order. About two third
(71.096) of the subjects have had many kinds of school event program such as essay writing, poster
drawing, oratorical contest in the course of safety education According to gender, girl students was more
favorable about school events as a effective safety education measure 229188, p= .010); and according
to “schoal location, rural school taught more at morning & closing session (¥2=7.383, p= .025), by school
niurse or classroom teacher (12=36574, p= .001),and had more frequént (x2=63.337, p= .001) safety education
class. 2. Practice of safety behaviors: Mean scores of safety behaviors was 1069+24.92 out of 162 points.
Accorc!mg gender, the scores of girl students (t=-3.296, p= .001) were significant higher than boy students.
But there was not any significant difference according to school area. According to safety education-relatad
charadﬂistlcs, the scores of safety behaviors was significantly higher in the group who thought that
school' evert program was more effective on safety education (F=4.024, p= .019), and who were more
interested in current safety education class (F=10.203, p= 000 :
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From the above findings, the authors concluded that school-based safety education was mainly
cenducted at extra—curricular and regular class, and by school nurse or classroom teacher in elementary
school. Even though the mean scores of safety behaviors of elementary school children was in medium
level, those ‘were significant higher in girl students and-in rural school children. And extra-curricular
activities and school event programs were suggested as more effective strategies for school-based safety
ecucation Based on the above findings, safety education class can be recommended in regular curricular
basis; and various extracurricular activities and school event progra ms need to be developed for more
effective school-based safety education. In addition, further study on gender-specific factors on safety
behaviors and nationwide survey on school-based safety education should be needed.
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Table 1. Sociodemographic Backgrounds of

the Subjects (n=308)
. n %
Gender ‘boy 160  51.9
girl 148 48.1

School Location downt own 148 48.1

rural 160 51.9

* excepted no response
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Table 2. Safety Education-related Backgrounds
of the subjects (n=308)

n %
extracurricular hour 11 37.9
class hour 1L 37.2
worning & closing session 70 24.9

When did you get safety
education mainly?

Who was the main school murse 10 33.2

educator? -

@ classroom teacher 9 30.9
parents 7. 23.4
mass media 3 12.5
Have you ever had never 18 61.0

extracurricular activities .
for safety education? ever 1I' 39.0
How often did vou have once-twice 13 4.8

school events on safety )
education last year? 34times 7 26.2

not any ‘8 29.0

What do you think about

) necessary 17 59.2
school events for effective

safety education? [don't know 9 33.1
umecessary 2 7.7

What do you think about mst be added 120 3299

safety education contents in

your textbook? as good as present 15 51.5

may be reduced 2 8.6

What dosaygou tgunk about interested 1% 41.6
current nl
class’f)l €y education Idon't know 12 38.9

not interested 6 19.5

* excepted no response
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Table 3. Safety Education-related Backgrounds of the Subjects according to Gender

(n=308)
boy girl 2
n(%) n(%) 5 P
What do you think about school necessary 81(51.6) 95(67.4)  9.188 .010
events for effective safety
education? I don't know 59(37.6) 40(28.4)
unnecessary 17(10.8) 6( 4.2)
Table 4. Safety Education-related Backgrounds of the Subjects according to School Location
downtown rural 4
X o
n(%) n(%)
When did you get safety extracurricular hour 62(43.1) 52(33.1) 7.383 025
education mainly?
class hour 56(38.9) 56(35.7)
7 morning & closing session  26(18.0)  49(31.2) ‘
Who was the main educator? school nurse  28(19.6)  72(45.6) 36.574 .001
classroom teacher 42(29.4) 51(32.3)
A parents 44(30.8) 28(17.7) 7
How often did you have school once-twice 38(27.7) 92(60.1) 63.337 .001
events on safety education last .
year? 3-4 times  29(21.2) 47(30.7)
not any 70(51.1) 14( 9.2)
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Table 5. Safety Behaviors according to Sociodemographic Backgrounds
M%SD t o
Gender » boy 101.7+25.11 -3.29% oor
girl 112112369
School Location downtown 103.9%26.06 ~-1.664 097
rural 109.3+23.79
Table 6. Safety Behaviors according to Safety Education-related Backgrounds
Mt SD F 0
When did you get safety education extracurricular hour 109.41 24.02 0.910 404
mainly? class hour 106.8t 21.97
morning & closing session 104.4% 27.66
Who was the main educator? school nurse 108.6¢ 25.98 1.063 .366
classroom teacher 108.4% 22.27
parents 105.1% 26.20
’ ‘ mass media 99.5% 24.30
How often did you have school " once-twice 111.1% 21.45 4.458 .013
events on safety education last 3-4 times 99.3t 25.40
year? not any 107.6+ 27.83
What do you think about school necessary 110.7 25.31 4.024 019
events for effective safety [ don't know 101.5% 20.14
education? unnecessary 101.5t 31.91
What do you think about safety as good as present 108.6% 23.46 2.305 102
education content in your must be added 107.7+ 24 .88
textbook? may be reduced 96.0 29.60
What. do you think about current interested 112.5% 22.18 10.203 001
safety education class? I don't know 106.6% 26.40
not interested 92.6% 23.20
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