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Intemet Users’ Willingness to Expression and Perception
of Public Opinion

The Comparison between Real Space and Cyber Space

Hye-Kyoung Han
Assitant Professor

Dept. of Mass Communication, Pukyong National University

This study compares the influence of perceived public opinion on
Internet users' willingness to expression in real space with in cyber space.
In real space, people who perceive their opinions as minority opinion
are reluctant to express theirs publicly because of fear of isolation. But
cyber space is the anonymous world. So we can expect that people
express their opinions freely without the fear of isolation in this space.
This study's results provide the support for our expectation. In cyber
space, the minority perception group has as the high willingness to
expression of their opinion about the abrogation of the Korean Family
Rights Raw as the majority perception group. Both of in cyber space
and in real space, it is the perception failure group that makes
discrepancy in the willingness to expression. This group has the lowest
willingness to expression in both space. However, the other predictors
of willingness to expression in cyber space are similar to those in real
space. Issue salience, Communication apprehension, and Age are the
very significant predictors of willingness to expression in both spaces.
Sex and ideology are significant predictors in real space, while the
frequency of online conversation is the significant' predictor in cyber
space.

Key Word: Perception of Public Opinion, Willingness to Expression,
Cyberspace



