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Personal Factors of Defecting North Korean Residents
Obstructing Settlement in South Korean Communities
and Job Burden Perceived by Police Officers
Who are Providing Special Protection for Them

Hong, Soon—Hae

(Associate Professor, Department of Social Work, Seoul Women's University)
Park, Yun—Sook

(Doctoral Student, Department of Social Work, Seoul Women's University)
Won, Mi—Soon

(Doctoral Student, Department of Social Work, Seoul Women's University)

The present study is to identify personal factors of defecting North Korean
residents that obstruct their settlement in South Korean communities. It will provide
information about what perception, attitude and behaviors of defecting North Korean
residents should be changed and what social skills should be improved in order to
successfully adjust to South Korea. Personal obstacles were measured by police
officers who are providing special protection for defecting North Korean residents,
who are in a good position to observe behaviors of defecting North Korean residents
because they are spending a great deal of time with them. They can even identify
the personal obstacles not perceived by defecting North Korean residents themselves.
Twenty-item scale was developed to measure the personal obstacles and was found
to comprise 4 obstructing factors: self-supporting ability related factor, life style
related factor, social and cultural adaptation related factor, and attitude toward police
officer’s support related factor. Among them, self-supporting ability related factor had
the highest negative score. The study further revealed that self-support ability and
life style related factors had a significant effect on the job burden of police officers.
The findings suggested the necessity of ethical and moral education for the defecting
North Korean residents.

(A4 2002.11.11  AAAH Y 2002. 12.10]





