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A Model based Vocational Evaluation for People with
Psychiatric Disabilicies
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Kim, Sang-hee
(Senior Researcher, Korea Jub And Disability Institute)

It is well known that one of essential features of psychiatric disability is
vocational impairment. Since the year of 2000 when psychiatric disability was
declared as one of disability categories in Korea, vocational rehabilitation programs
have been actively administered. At this point, it is compelling that vocaticnal
evalnation serves as a means of screening out the most promising candidates,
identifying their vocational deficits and strengths, designing the individualized
vocational interventions, and evaluating vocational cutcomes.

Still, vocational evaluation for people with psychiatric disabilities has been more
problematic than for any other group with disabilities. The authors argued that
vocational evaluation for people with psychiatric disabilities should be based on a
certain vocational rehabilitation model to address those problems. It is because there
exists an indispensible relationship between the vocational rehabilitation model and
vocational evaluation. In other words, the main purposes, measurement time points,
and focus of vocational evaluation may depend on which of vocational rehabilitation
medels to make a choice of. In addition, the vocational rehab model(ie., vocational
readiness model or graduation model) underlying traditional vocational evaluation
does not seem to work for people with psychiatric disabilities. Authors argued that
accelerating model fits for psychiathric characteristics which are often unpredictable
and turbulent. As a preliminary step of developing vocational functioning instrument
incorperating the demand characleristics of the accelerating model, posi-hoc analyses
were done on data from a vocational functioning measure and the results were
critically examined from viewpoints of accelerating model.

For these purposes, discussions were made about a) general functioning of
vocational evaluation, (b} relation between vocational rehabilitation model and
vocational evaluation, {c) the reasons why the accelerating moded is more apprepriate
to the characteristics of psychiatric clients than the graduvation model, (d) post-hoc
analylic vesults reviewed from viewpoints of accelerating model-based vocational

evalualion
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This study is significant in that it attempted model-based, model-specific
vocational evaluation as a preliminary step for developing vocational functioning
assessment instruments in future.

Key words : Vocational Evaluation, People with Psychiatric Disabilities, vocational
evaluation, vocational function
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