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Community Resource Development Strategies for Facilitating

North Korean Refugees' Resettlement in Local Areas:
The Case of Busan Metropolitan City

Lee, Ki—Young
(Pusan National University)
Yoon, Kyung—Ae
(Dongbusan College)

This study examined resettlement and adaptation condition of North Korean(NK)
refugees resettling in local areas and compared the results of the examination to the
life conditions for those who are living in Seoul and its vicinities. As the result
indicates, the first cohort is currently inferior to their counterpart in labor market
activities, life satisfaction, and quantity and quality of resettlement assistance
implemented by private voluntary agencies.

The reason of selecting Busan as a specific case for this study is that: 1) Busan is
the largest city in the number of NK refugees residence except for Seoul, 2) Busan
has a couple of community welfare centers which are involved in the work of NK
refugee resettlement as well as the reason that Busan provides convenience of
conducting a survey to the researcher.

The most significant contribution of this study to social work research and
practice is that it applied the existing theoretical and practical approach of
community resources development and networking of social supports to the field of
NK refugee resettlement assistance. Based on the research findings, this study
suggests that the roles and functions of Community Associations of NK Refugee
Assistance should be more activating and that a community welfare center should a
take critical role in organizing and activating the Community Associations. This
paper also suggests specific ways of enhancing the role of community welfare centers

in NK refugee assistance.

Key words : North Korean Refugees, Community Resources, Networking, Linkage,

Resettlement, Busan City, Community Welfare
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