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Research Methods in Korean Social Welfare Research:
Analysis of the Trend and Discussion for Promoting Application of

Qualitative Research Methods

Kang, Chul Hee

(Ewha Womans University)
Kim, Mi Ok

(Ewha womans University)

This paper attempts to analyze the trend of research methods in Korean social
welfare research and discuss utilities of qualitative research methods in broadening
and deepening social welfare knowledge body in Korea. First, this paper examines
research methods of 538 research articles published in Korean Journal of Social
Welfare from the volume one in 1979 to the volume 51 in 2002. It has the following
results: (1) non-empirical research articles were dominant in the 1980s; (2) empirical
research articles have been dominant since the middle of the 1990s; and (3) research
articles utilizing qualitative methods have appeared rarely since the end of the 1990s.
Second, this paper examines the characteristics and the types (phenomenology,
grounded theory, ethno-graphic approach, narrative inquiry etc.) of qualitative
research methods. Third, this paper discusses (1) fitness between practice in social
welfare discipline and qualitative research methods and (2) utilities of qualitative
research methods in broadening and deepening knowledge body of Korean social
welfare. In discussing the fitness, this paper focuses that qualitative research methods
fits with the needs of social welfare discipline regarding broadening and deepening
our understandings about social phenomena related to practice, and (2) qualitative
research methods fits the needs of social welfare discipline regarding developing
endogenous knowledge. In discussing the utilities, this paper focuses that qualitative
research methods can be more properly utilized for social welfare research because
there are coincidences in basic assumptions and perspectives of both qualitative
research methods and social welfare practice. Finally, this paper highlights that
‘many ways of knowing’ exist in social science and it should be considered more
sincerely in the arena of Korean social welfare research in order to more solidly
develop the knowledge body of social welfare and practice in Korea.

Key word: social welfare research, qualitative research method, quantitative
research method.
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