A Study of Woodenware Design
in the Traditional Lacquer/Lathing Technique
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ABSTRACT

When harmonized with modern design, the Korean traditional lacquered woodenware

with a history of about two thousand years has the potential to appeal to the global sense of

industrial craftsmanship as it is superior to any in terms of material used and is very

friendly environmentally.

To maximize this potential, however, it is necessary to develop a firm infrastructure for

the supply of lacquer, including the forestation for the lacquer wood, the production of

lacquer, the improvement of refining skills, and the development of better paints.

Also ways must be found to induce the craftsmanship at the turning lathe to be

elevated to a major independent industrial craft. Only then the mass-produced lacquered

woodenware for everyday use and as tourist goods, showing the best merits of the Korean

lathing technique, will be displayed and accepted with a new appreciation.
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