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A study on Military Operation of Sword
during Chosun Dynasty

Kang, Sung-Moon

The main purpose of this article is mainly by analysing the military function and role of sword in
army and combat field during Choson dynasty. Firstly, this study is a pre-survey for the overall
research on the troops with military sword. The Chosun army was supplied standard style
Hwando(}& JJ) sword by Munjong(=25) for fighting against Jurchen(Z; ). From Chosun period,
symbolic weapon which known as absolute authority of supreme commander changed from
ceremonial war-ax to sword. The Chosun developed firearms to supplement inferiority in military
strength against Jurchen.

During the Japanese invasion(Imjinwaeran), Chosun dynasty actively adopted military skills
either Ming(#) chinese weapons or japanese sword plays. Chosun established military training
command Hullyon-Togam(ZlIl#% %[ & ). There soldiers who formed a new garrison known as the
three combat forces Samsubyung( = I%). This training program was based on chinese lancers
and swordsmen Salsu(#% <) and japanese surrenderers.

Field manual was setting up a theory on martial arts of sword in the later Chosun dynasty. Under
Chungjo(iEill) king tried enlightenment on firearms as well as short weapons for capital defense.
Comprehensive illustrated manual of martial arts Muyetobotongji( 2% & 35 &) was published
in 1790. Martial arts of swords were included in this book.

Generally, the sword which all soldier were supplied personal portable weapons was the best
military survival weapon in close combat. Because of the advent of new weapons, the tactical
function of traditional short weapons have just declined. However, sword still continues to the
present day chiefly as an item of the sword bayonet, ceremonial saber and sword.
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