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Considerations and Prospects of Overdenture
Treatments for Edentulous Patients

Instructor, Div. of Prosthodontis, Dept. of Dentistry, st Vincene’s Hospital,
The Catholic Univ. of Korea
Young-Chut Jung

Taw bones resorb when teeth are lost. People cannot function as well with complete dentures compared with their nataral teeth.
As more people are living longer and these cumulative effects become increasingly documented. The corcept of overdentures
developed as a simple and economic alternative to prolorg the retention and function of the fast few teeth in a compromised
dentition. The previous oplion was extensive fixed prosthodontics. An overdenture is a complete or removable partial denture that
has one or more towh reots to provide support. Rather than extracting all compromised teeth, the crowns, and pulpal tissuc of
selected teeth (usually two anterior teeth) are removed. The remaining root projecting through the mucosa is restored andfor
contoured. With the crown removed, there is space Lo cover the area with a denture. The root has less mobility, and its relention
retards bone resorption. Overdentores with roots are more stable, and patients can chew better than with dentuzes supported on
residual alveolar bone and mucosal tissue alonc. Keeping cven a few tceth has a strong psychelogical value for some patients,
Patients who have lost tecth, adjacent tissue, and bone aeed replacement of more oral structures than tooth crowns alone can
provide. A complete denture with flange contours can restore tissue and appearance. The conventlional tooth-supported
overdenture concep! continges to be an accepted treatment modality and has now been adapted to implants. A discussion of the
inclusion and ¢xclusion criteria and treatment outcome measures associated with published prospective osscointegrated implant
studies are included and specific thevapy options are suggested. It is concluded that there is a need for less invasive, less expensive.,
less complex, and equally effective treatment options such as the implant-supported overdenture {or the maladaptive edentulous
palient.
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