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Abstract

Investigation of infection control in the private
dental clinics and prevention of hepatitis B virus
infection among the dental hygiene students

Seon-Mi Kim, Mi-Hyung Kim
Department of Dental Hygiene, Kwangju Health College

Key words: Dental clinic, Dental Hygiene Student, Infection control, Hepatitis B

Objectives: Dental personnels have high chances of exposure to various infections during
many dental procedures. This study was performed to investigate the state of infection con-
trol in the private dental clinics and prevention state of hepatitis B virus infection among the

dental hygiene students in Kwanju city, Korea.

Methods: Questionnaires were obtained from 94 dental hygiene students who participated

in dental practice in private dental clinics for more than five weeks.

Results: 839% of dentists and 17.2% of dental hygienists routinely used the mask for treat-
ing all patients. 32.3% of dentists and 65% of dental hygienists routinely used the rubber
gloves. The use of protective eyeware was much lower in each group. Disinfectant was used
in 52.7% for sanitization of dental instruments before cleansing. The prevalence of HBsAg and
anti-HBs were 38% and 67.1% respectively. 52.7% of dental hygiene students had history of

accidental needle stick.

Conclusion: Routine use of personal barrier techniques by dental personnels should be
emphasized. Dental hygiene students were not properly immunized against hepatitis B virus

and had high incidence of accidental needle stick. It is necessary to establish specific regula-
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tions or recommendations for cross infection control in dental practice and to performed

scheduled vaccination program for hepatitis B virus for dental hygiene students.





