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A Case of Internal Myiasis
of the Repiratory System Associated with Pneumonia
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Jongmyeung Yang, M.D.', Youngha LEE, M.D.* Wonyoung Lee, M.D.
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Internal myiasis is a rare disease, which has not been reported in Korea, yet. This case report describes
a patient with pneumonia associated with internal myiasis. She was 84-year old female who was admitted
to the emergency department, Konyang University Hospital as a result of dyspnea and fever and a drowsy
mental state. Approximately twenty fly maggots continuously crawled out from the nose at the third
hospital day in the intensive care unit. These maggots were almost 7.2mm long and were identified as the
genus lucilia belonging to the family Calliphoridae. In addition, a bronchial washing study showed eggs of
the dipterous larvae. A lesion of this myiasis case might have been located in the respiratory system of
patient. This case is the first internal myiasis of the respiratory system reported in Korea. This cases is
discussed with a review of the relevant literature. (Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases 2002, 53:650-655)
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Fig. 1. Chest PA shows Lt. lowe lobe
air-space  consoidation with  air
bronchogram
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Fig. 2. Contrast enhanced chest CT scan with 10mm collimation at the low lobe level shows
air-space consolidation with air bronchogram left low lobe & small amount pleural

effusion in ipsilateral site.

Fig. 3. Bronchus of superior segment of Left
lower lobe (LB6) was narrowed due to
erythematous mucosa & swelling with
multiple erythematous spots.

Fig. 4. PNS CT shows normal finding.
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Fig. 5. A, Maggots removed from patient. B, A maggot showed 2 spiracles in the posterior part.
C, Magnified posterior spiracles of the maggot. Fach spiracle consists of three
sausage-shaped spiracular openings suwrrounded by peritreme with a button (x200).
Magnified button of spiracle (x500).
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