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A Study of Gorgeous Images in Modern Fashion
- Focus on Byzantine Empire in the Middle Ages -
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Lecturer, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Catholic University of Daegu

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze four separate elements-sublime beauty, elegant beauty,
mysticism, ornament-which appeared in materials, patterns, colors, silhouettes, details, and accessories,
laying stress on luxurious, brilliant, mysterious feelings on Gorgeous Images appeared as trend theme of
modern fashion by mixing religious mysticism of the Byzantine Empire.

Mysticism element is using the effect of splendid and gorgeous colors from the Orient rather than
forms. And a philosophy of abundant colors in mosaics, which are seen in art forms such as architecture,
paintings, etc., shows that it creates some visual rooms for religious spirits.

Influenced by the fashion of the Greco-Roman style, the elegant beauty element is expressing abundant
comfort and elegant feminine lines that are from creases, and it is also emphasizing natural beauty which
seems to slip down by displaying the splendid images of Gorgeous as drapes that fit a body.

Ornament element was reflecting an inspiration from the splendid and brilliant culture of religion in
the Byzantine Age. Therefore, it was appeared as a style filling the whole with bulky silks, splendid
ornamental materials embroidered in gold or silver thread, the complicated geometric patterns that are
two-dimensional and dignified, and so on. It was decorated with crosses which represent Christianity as
a motif, and also it emphasized the splendor of the Byzantine and dazzling splendid images of Gorgeous
by using accessaries decorated with various jewels.

The elements of sublime beauty are showing the beauty adding humble and majestic images to it as
designs sought by spiritual values or intrinsic values.

Those designs, so to speak, have pretense which does not allow to expose a body and plain pure feeling,
so that they are showing some abstinent styles in a solemn atmosphere, with most details removed.

We can say the Fashion Theme appearing in Modern Times is the result from representing by combining
various factors of the times with formative beauty through creative works for aesthetic expression.

The moderners are requiring new designs which is possible to meet their individualities, in addition to
their outstanding fashion senses. From this point of view, a variety of textiles, patterns, and colors in the
Byzantine have a great meaning to fulfill people’s various desires as interesting elements.
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