4 1 2002
Kaeen Jd Rurd Med Vd. 27 Na. 1, B-86, T2

Study on the Centipede Bite Cases Who Visited a Medical Center

Dong-Uk Les*
Department of Family medicine, Cdlege of Medidne, Dongguk Universty

= ABSTRACT =

Thirty six patients, female 21(58.4%), mae 15(584%), with centipede bite visited emergency room
o Gimcheon Medicd Center, from September 1998 to August 1999. The number of patients
accompanying the seasons were increased once in June and were high in August and September;
peaked in September, which conforms to the habitude that centipede likes the warmer climate.

Frequency accampanying the time was high after sunset(fran 6 pm. to 6 am. next morning) than
before sunset, which confarms to the habitude that centipede is nocturnd. Digtribution of the bite sites
was finger(30%), neck(28%), foat(25%) and hand(14%) as same as the previous researches showed. In
case o finger and hand, patients ga hitten while they were wearing gloves or doing warks; foat, wearing
shoes. They got bitten the neck while slegping. Among the locaized symptoms were localized pain:
36 patients(100%), swelling: 36 patients(100%), erythema: 26 patients(72.2%), paresthesia: 5 patients
(13.9%). Systemic symptoms were dizziness 2 patients(56%) and nausea 1 patient(28%). Mostly the
localized pain was improved within 48 hours, swelling in 48 hours and within 72 hours in case of
paresthesia. Systemic symptoms such as dizziness and nausea were improved within 24 hours.

Treatment and progneosis o scogpendra have similarity in many countries. We suggest that Koarean
standard treatment manua is needed so that the locdized symptom, systemic symptom and externa
waound can be cured soon.
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Table 1 Diribtion of study sujects by age and sex
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Table 2. Local and systervic synptons fter certipede bite Dzzress

Time
Snpars Ak L8h Rhr Bh Tad
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Synptams No. N=3%) Pstive rate (%)

Locd pdn % 1000
Swdling % 1000
Erythema % 722
Paesthesias 5 139
Dizziness 2 55
Nausea 1 28
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