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Collision between Technology and Politics

in Korea’s Nuclear Policy

Hong, Jung-Jin and Won, Byung-Chul

ABSTRACT:

The view of technology is largely divided into 2 theories: @ the
theory of autonomous technology that claims technology’s own
development logic and momentum, @ the theory of social determinism
that regards technology as reflection of political choices. Autonomous
technologists read our society in the language of technology and social
determinists read our technology in the language of society.

This paper tries to analyze that conflicts between government and
environmental group in nuclear policy, especially radioactive waste
disposition policy reflect collisions between autonomous technologists and
social determinists representing technology and politics, respectively. On
the surface, such collisions are occurred in rational, ethical and
economical aspects. It maintains, however, in depth, they are about
solution means to problems from which technologies derived.

Also, it suggests that one of the alternatives to avoid inevitable
collision may be interaction approach based on intertwining technology
with society. More understanding of political natures and control
possibilities for technology is needed because interaction approach is
founded on this understanding. Finally, to help forming the Korea's
nuclear utilization policy from now on, it gives 2 case studies compared

France with Germany where expanding and contracting nuclear utilization
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policy, respectively.

Key Terms:

nuclear policy, theory of autonomous technology, theory of social
determinism, interaction theory of technology and politics, political nature
and control possibilities for technology

Science and Technology Policy and Philosophy of

Science
Kim, Yoo-Shin

ABSTRACT:

Science and technology policy has. a lot of implicit unjustified
assumptions. These assumption without being reflectd may cause various
social problems. In this paper, lit is shown that philosophy of science
could make contribution to resolving these problems. In epistemological
viewpoints, theory of science and technology policy has been analyzed. I
argue that social kinds, social entities appeared in social science should
be interpreted realisticaly. Realizing this realistic interpretation of social
kinds, as one field of social sciences, theory of science and technology
policy can deal with the causal relation among social entities and the
causal influence of science and technology policy more objectively.

Scientific knowledge has two components. One belongs to coded
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