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Abstract

The rapid impact assessment matrix (RIAM) might be a new tool for performance of an
environmental impact assessment (EIA), comparing with many traditional methods of EIA,
which have produced large reports setting out the subjective judgement reached by the
assessors. The main criticisms of EIA are in part a natural result of the traditional method used.
RIAM uses a structured matrix to allow for such judgement, both subjective and those based on
quantitative data, to be made on a like-by-like basis, and provided a transparent and permanent
record of the judgement made. Also, the computerized RIAM system using software program
allows for the matrix to be shown in graphical form, which greatly enhances the clarity of the
results produced by this method. RIAM provides a system by which development options and
scenarios can be rapidly evaluated. To illustrate the use of RIAM, an example from an EIA
study using application of scoping by assessment criteria in Environmental Impact Regulation
of Korea was given. The criteria that might be used to evaluation EIA methods, and how RIAM
measures up against these criteria, are discussed.

Key words : Rapid impact assessment matrix (RIAM), Environmental Impat Assessment
(EIA), Screening, Scoping, Landfill
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