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A Study on the Comparison and Characteristics
of Public Standard Housing Unit Plan
before and after the Independence
from the Japan Occupation

Yoo, Jae Woo
(Full-Time Lecturer, Dongseo University)

Abstract

Even though there have been greate changes in the types and contents of the housing plan in
Korea since the Modern age, it seems that the identity of traditional dwelling culture is still
remains within it. The purpose of this study is to examine the characteristics and features in the
development of the 'Public Standard’ Housing Unit Plan by comparing the differences and
similarities in unit plans in housings built on Japanese occupation period and those built after the
period.

From the study, we can conclude as follows:

1. The public standard housing unit plans on both periods have shown the common features in
the composition of their physical forms in the way that the front-row area still remains the
traditional housing culture and the rear-row area reflects the desires of the modern lives. The
structure of the dual-row unit plan appeared in the public standard housing plan was caused by
the cultural acculturation in Japanese occupation period.

2. The public standard housing unit plans, however, show the differences in the contents and
meaning in units plans with the them of the Japanese housing because of the cultural differences.

These differences took placed autonomously through the change of housing plans in the modern
time, and have the common features such that 1) the changes in the Maru-centered plan type
differ in composition from the inner-corridor plan type used Japanese housing, and 2) the
composition of the open-inner spaces in the double-row housing plan reflects the single-row outer
open space in the traditional housing.

All of these cultural progresses in the public standard housing unit plans was took place as the
result of the inner-oriented and functional circulations derived from the modernity. However, the
transformed unit plans still contains the identity derived from the variation of the traditional
Korean building elements such as Maru and Ondol. In other words, those are the Maru-centered
and composed housing plans with juxtaposition of the inner block and the outer block. As the
conclusion, though the public standard dwelling unit plan has the similarity in the physical form,
it is different in the cultural identity and meaning from the public standard plans before the
independence from the Japan occupation.
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