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Abstract

This study was performed to discuss how to develop policies to support social participation by full-time
housewives, from the perspectives of human resource development and utilization. This study focused on three areas
of potential human resource development: (a) labor force participation (b) social education (c) volunteerism. It analyzed
the related “social infrastructures,” especially labor market situation and child care systems. The current governmental
policies and other social programs implemented by various institutions as well as the relevant literatures were
reviewed. The preliminary policy proposals outlined in this study were evaluated by the policy developers and experts
through several hearings and discussions. Programs proposed from this study were as follows : (a) programs to
support housewives who wish to find employment or create a self-owned business, (b} educational programs
exclusively offered for full time housewives, and (c) programs to award certificates and rewards and to create paid
employment tied to volunteer work. In addition, the ways how to ameliorate the gender discrimination by changing
the labor and social environments and institutionalizing the child care were discussed.
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