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Abstract

Child’s temperament, cognitive ability, social competence, mother’s affective child rearing
and positive expression, father’s positive expression, and teacher’s positive expression were
the variables investigated in relation to the structure of children’s emotional competence (EC).
Subjects were 20 teachers and 236 five-year-old children and their parents. Data were analyzed
by LISREL (Linear Structural Relations), a statistical program for structural equation
modeling. Results showed that boys’ social competence and mother’s affective rearing
behavior directly influenced the EC of boys; boys temperament and cognitive ability, and
positive expressions of their teachers indirectly influenced the EC of boys. Girls’ temperament
and social competence directly influenced the EC of girls; their cognitive ability, mother’s
affective child rearing behavior, and positive expressions of mothers and fathers indirectly
influenced the EC of girls.
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