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Topic Continuity in 5-Year-Old Children During Verbal Interactions With Peers
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Abstract

This study investigated topic continuity in 5-year-old children during verbal interactions
with peers by socioeconomic status and type of task. Each of the 78 children in this study
participated in topic continuity sessions consisting of 4 10-minute play periods with a
same-sex peer : 2 in familiar and 2 in unfamiliar situations. Sessions were videotaped and
transcribed. Transcripts were analysed by a modified version of the Kertoy and Vetter (1995)
topic coding system; categories included topic initiation, topic continuation(collaboration and
incorporation), and off-topic. Results showed that children from middle-income families stayed
on topic and collaborated more than children from low-income families. Children displayed
more topic continuation, collaboration and incorporation in familiar than in unfamiliar
situations.
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4o 2 olg FAYANZT. &4 FHAl Fad 10
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df=1, 76, p<.05). ol FH%F folt ALEF
frotoll vig) Efote] Aoz Fxagax F
A wY Jled o WHeHA Agdte AM
< Hogoh A £ 7€ &9l dHA
= AT AA oo B FEHAL Fost
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HE  27.84(21.41) 38.61(35.99) 33.37(30.18)
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