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The Who and What of Children Who Use Negative Social Power :
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Abstract

This ethnographic study investigated aspects of negative social power in 4-year-old children
and characteristics of the children who use it. The negative use of social power included
taking the possessions of peers without permission, ignoring classroom rules, controlling,
rejecting, and threatening others. Most children who abused social power behaved as
controllers and were popular children or had a following within the group. They were
physically superior to peers, of competitive disposition, and had a well-developed capacity for
verbal expression; they were self-centered and had a high level of cognitive ability. Further
areas for ethnographic research into the nature of the negative use of social power in young
children include training in perspective taking, age differences, and factors that contribute to

the development of negative social power in young children.
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