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College Students’ Perception of Parental Roles and Childrearing attitude
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Abstract

In this study, 354 college students responded to questionnaires on parental roles, and their
parents’ and their own attitudes about childrearing. Data were analyzed by SPSS. Findings
were that most college students perceived instrumental reasons for becoming a parent, and
the parental role as consultant and provision of financial support. Most college students
thought that mothers and fathers have equal responsibility for raising children, that information
on childrearing is to be found among friends and other adults, and that pre-parenthood
education is important. They perceived their own parents to be satisfied with their parental
roles, and they perceived both their patents and themselves to hold favorable attitudes about
childrearing. Students’ attitudes about childrearing correlated positively with their perceptions
about their parents’ childrearing attitudes.
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