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Quaternary Diatom Assemblages from Sediment Core GC 98-06
in the Southern Drake Passage, Antarctica
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Abstract : A total of 64 species belonging to 23 genera of diatom fossils are identified from the Core GC 98-06 in the
southern Drake Passage, Antarctica. The diatom assemblages are dominated by Actinocyclus actinochilus, Coscinodiscus
asteromphalus, Eucampia antarctica, Fragilariopsis kerguelensis, Thalassiosira lentiginosa, T. ritscheri and T anguste-
lineata, which are about 73% of the assemblage. Open water species are more abundant than sea ice species in the
diatom assemblages of the core. Fragilariopsis. kerguelensis and Thalassiosira lentiginosa are valuable indicators of the
habitats. Especially, F. kerguelensis tepresent the influence of waters from the Antarctic Circumpolar Current. Sea ice taxa
represents the influence of cold waters from Bransfield Strait Water and melt water from the sea-ice at during warm
periods. The reworked diatoms such as Denticulopsis dimopha (Miocene) and D. hustedrii (Pliocene) are occurred with
Quaternary species (Actinocyclus actinochilus, Fragilariopsis kerguelensis, Thalassiosira lentiginosa, and T, glacilis). The
presence of reworked diatoms indicates the transportation of the older diatoms into the Drake passage from the
circumference sediments, due to strong bottom current activity of Antarctic circumpolar deep water.

Keywords : diatom assemblages, Antarctic Circumpolar Current, Bransfield Strait water, reworked diatoms, Antarctic
circumpolar deep water
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Fig. 1. Core location map of the southem part of Drake
passage in Antarctica. Contour lines are water depth in
meters.
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Table 1. Occrrence of the diatom taxa from core GC 98-06 in the southem part of Drake Passage.

<pecies horizons g 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 104 112 120 128 136 144 152 160 168 176 134 192 200 208 216 224 232 240 18

Actinocyclus actinochilus 10 9 11 3546 16 24 15 9 36 2226 22 11 1211 2 12 6 6 10 5 8 4 6 5281814 7 9
A.curvatulus 1 1 2 4 1 1 2

A. ingens 22 49 9 8 3 2 21 512 515 4 4 25 8 13 7
A. octonarius 13 51211159 9145 627 6 3 2 772713 6 4103 7 4 1213 14
A. sp. cf A. actinochilus 1

A. sp. 2

Arachnoidiscus indicus 1

A, sp. 2 2 1

Asteromphalus heptactis 15

A. hookeri 2 1 2 2 21 21

A. parvulus 2 3 2 2

Chaetoceros resting spores 1 11 2 1 2
Cocconeis costata 1 2 1 1 2 2 2
C. sp. 1

Coscinodiscus asteromphalus 3 1 22162331102728 5148 6 8 1 2 4 7 2 715 1 1 9 5 1018 21
C. sp. 5 2 2

C. tabulata 2 6

Dactyliosolen antarcticus 4 1 1 2 5 3 4 1 1 7 1 2 2
Denticulopsis dimorph 1 11 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2

D. hustedtii 23 9 2 2 2 1 1 1 4 20 2

D. praedimorpha 1

D. seminae 2 21 2

D. seminae v. fossils 2 4 1 2 4

D. sp. 1 3 1 2 2 4 1 2 1 1 4 4 2

Entopyla sp. 2

Eucampia antarctica 217 7111011 2 151112111211 2530153927 1510 8 24 6 12 19 16 22 48 16 21 4
Fragilariopsis curta 1 111 2

E cylindrus 2

E Kerguelensis 1057 1327 1315 5 60 34 12 66 14 18 44 18 65 42 46 26 4 16 12 1 8 3 3273252617 5

F lineata 1

~ W

E obliquecostata 2

E ritscheri 5 5 21 3 4
F separanda 1 1

FEsublineata

Gramatophora sp. 1
Melosira sol 2
Odontella weissflogii 1 2 1 2 1 4 1 21 4 2
O. sp. 1

Porosiraglacialis 1 2 4
Rhizosolenia hebetata 1

R. setigera 2

R. styliformis 1 2 7 11 1 2 12 2 4 2
R. sp. 1 2 5 2 2 1 5 I 1 15 2
Schimperiella antarctica 1351152235 52 2 46 6 21 6 2 2 2 45 2 225
S. grunowi 2

Stellarima microtrias 4 51243 7 3 3 6 3 10 3 8 g8 1 3 4 2 3 9 I 211149 9
Stephanopyxis spp. 1 1101524 2 2 6 2 2 3 2 2 1 3 5’51932
Synedra sp. 1

Thalassiosira antarctica
T. eccentrica

T. elliptipora

T. glacilis 2 2 2 2 1 11 1 2 1 1 2 2

T. lentiginosa 72 36 65 31 23 30 36 24 32 32 20 72 60 56 54 45 70 51 71 70 88 29 7 113127 88 43 57 31
T. lineata 8§ 3 2 41 4 2 25 2 4 1 2 1 22 2 3

T. nativa 26 69 22 1 3 4 2 41 1 122
T. poroseriata 1 1 2

T. ritscheri 283238 141211 9 12 11 18 7 20 14 15 26 23 22 15 27 44 23 13 17 7 10 7 22 17
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Table 1. Continued.

horizons ¢ 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 104 112 120 128 136 144 152 160 168 176 184 192 200 208 216 224 232 240 248

species

T. torokina 4 33 2356 3 1 1 11 2 2

T. anguste-lineata 281323131013 14 2 5121722181824 18 8 4 2 8 5 2 1 6 510 9 1717 9 9 16
T. striata 2 112 2 1 2
Thalassiothrix longissima 25116 4 127 4 3 1 4 9 21071756 8 4 2 4 5
T sp. 2 2

Trinacria pileolus 1 3 2 2

T sp. 11 3 2 2 1 2 2 2
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Fig. 3. Relative abundance of the most significant diatom groups in core GC 98-06.
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Table 2. Abundance of the most significant diatom groups
in core GC 98-06.

valves/ n water  Sea-ice taxa
depth (em) g (xgufé)y OfZia (%) (%)
0 04 38 2
8 93 21 15
16 6.0 34 11
24 2.6 17 24
32 2.6 12 24
40 03 15 16
48 0.5 18 13
56 04 12 16
64 2.0 20 8
72 0.6 15 23
80 1.0 11 19
88 0.8 36 19
96 14 32 17
104 57 28 20
112 42 27 10
120 53 25 16
128 31 35 20
136 ’ 1.0 27 21
144 14 36 11
152 04 36 8
160 04 43 4
168 04 15 21
176 0.0 30 30
184 23 58 11
192 04 62 11
200 1.6 4 12
208 35 22 16
216 2.7 1 40
224 24 29 19
232 0.6 18 19
240 0.1 19 6
248 0.1 36 7

E obliquecostata, F. sublineata} Stellarima microtrias
5ol AEHAD. Actinocyclus actinochiluss A 2Q)
T ZaF 22 (Kozlova, 1966) ice edge zoneollA]
A2Ee] AA FEF] 7%S 2A itk (Medlin and
Priddle, 1990). Eucampia antarcticas= A A&kl
8%2A W] 2~0°Ce] EZFFIM vl FH-sHA
2&S™ (Zielinski and Gersonde, 1997), <&} 373}
HY718R% Fpoly Wate] e FZojlr wo] A
=}t (Burckle 1984). Fragilariopsis curta, F. cylindrus,
E obliquecostata®} F. sublineata= A8 32 3| (sea-
ice) <™ (Gersonde, 1986; Zielinski and Gersonde,
1997), 53| E curtac E cylindrus$t 37 under-ice
729 F8 AEo|thHendey, 1981). It} AT

Table 3. Age of selected diatom species from GC 98-06.
(LO, last occurrence; LCO, last common occurrence; FO,
first occurrence).

Datums species Age (Ma) Reference
Lo )ll)ue;ils;l{opfis 45  Cicsielski, 1983
LCO D. dimorpha 10.1 gzlxrdj:,f fggl
FO  D. dimorpha 119 (122) g:fg;lf ?ggl
FO  D. hustedii 142 (B"SZETS e

HolM E cura®] 2 vl WSt} Stellarima
microtriases POl sl s gk ¥ sl
A A=Y Hasle ef al., 1988), JA) 2= 293
A gtk olgh e FNF B FE Ak el
] Bransfield Strait Water2 B f-J5glon, 53|
qHE 59 4AEol BoRlE #7+ (32em, 72cm,
136cm, 216em)ellAE 715 FHedsle] ok Wahre]
SPgETh TR Ao ERE meEo] {9 HYY
O & 4 k.

Fragilariopsis kerguelensis, Thalassiosira antarctica
St T lentiginosa® AV&d 72 o] F8l(open
water)3H3olA B HEL-S vF). Fragilariopsis
kerguelensis(A) =] 13%)= B3 £347F &
Mgt Aol AkZo] ETHBurckle er al, 1987:
Gersonde and Wefer, 1987). T. lentiginosa(AA] A&
Fe] 26%)= PRI T o] x|zl
(Zielinski and Gersonde, 1997), T antarctica= ‘3=
3] Ao BESIT E35] Southern Oceans] F3fol]
A A AP AdEE THRE FogM AT F
HE Aol E 1% FEHA.

ojAE AT A9 HAB M= FaFE] WY
FE9 A&l vla] B (Table 2), §F &84 7
& W3 aFe f9e AABKE  Fragilariopsis
kerguelensis?t T A&Ed. w2t 2R
Bransfield Strait Water?] 93 Hroie gt g3
c@o o] FE T WSS ¢ £ dd
(Fig. 3).
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Actinocyclus  actinochilus, Fragilariopsis curta, F

i
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dimorpha, D. hustedtii 5~ A 37] ulo] A9} &g}
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PLATE EXPLANATION

Plate 1 (barscale: 15um)

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

1. Odontella weissflogii (Janischy Grunow: GC 98-06, 128cm.

2. Eucampia antartica (Castracane) Margin: GC 98-06, 88cm.

3. Fragilariopsis cylindrus (Grunow) Helmck and Krieger: GC 98-06, 232cm,
4. Cocconeis costata Gregory: GC 98-06, 120cm.

5.
6
7
8

Fragilariopsis separanda (Hustedt) Hasle: GC 98-06, 104cm.

. Denticulopsis hustedtii (Simonson and Kanaya) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 96cm.
. Chaetoceros resting spores: GC 98-06, 208cm.

. Synedra sp.: GC 98-06, 104cm.

9.

Thalassiothrix longissima Cleve and Grunow: GC 98-06, 168cm.

10. Fragilariopsis obliguestata van Heurck: GC 98-06, 152cm.
11. F sublineata van Heurck: GC 98-06, 144¢m.

12. Grammatophora sp.: GC 98-06, 8cm.

13. Rhizosofenia setigera Brightwell: GC 98-06, 160cm.

14, Eucampia antarctica (Castracane) Margin: GC 98-06, 96cm.
15. Rhizosolenia styliformis Brightwell: GC 98-06, 168cm.
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Plate 2 (barscale: 158)

Fig. 1. Thalassiosira lentiginosa (Janisch) Fryxell: GC 98-06, 8cm.

Fig. 2. Thalassiosira anguste-lineata (Schmidt) Fryxell and Hasle: GC 98-06, 24cm.
Fig. 3. Actinocyclus ingens Rattray: GC 98-06, 72cm.

Fig. 4. Dactyliosolen antarcticus Castracane; GC 98-06, 64cm.

Fig. 5. Actinocyclus octonarius Ehrenberg: GC 98-06, 48cm.

Fig. 6. Melosira sol (Ehrenberg) Kutzing: GC 98-06, 232cm.

Fig. 7. Gramatophora sp.: GC 98-06, 192cm.

Fig. 8. Schimperiella antarctica Karsten: GC 98-06, 116¢m.

Fig. 9. Stephanopyxis spp.: GC 98-06, 48cm.

Fig. 10. Cocconeis sp.: GC 98-06, 208cm.

Fig. 11. C. costata Gregory: GC 98-06, 136cm.

Fig. 12. Thalassiosira antarctica Comber: GC 98-06, 168cm.
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Plate 3 (barscale: 15um)

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

1. Thalassiosira lineata Jouse: GC 98-06, 136cm.

2. Stellarima microtrias (Ehrenberg) Hasle and Slims: GC 98-06, 88cm.
3. Porosira glacialis (Grunow) Jorgensen: GC 98-06, 216cm.

4. Coscinodiscus asteromphalus Ehrenberg: GC 98-06, 168cm.

5. Trinacria sp.: GC 98-06, 48cm.

6. Actinocyclus ingens Rattray: GC 98-06, 96cm.

7. Denticulopsis hustedtii (Simonsen and Kanaya) Simonsen; GC 98-06, 136cm.
8. D. dimorpha (Scheader) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 192cm.

9. D. dimorpha (Scheader) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 40cm.

10. Fragilariopsis ritscheri Hustedt: GC 98-06, 192cm.

11. Thalassiosira gracilis (Karsten) Hustedt: GC 98-06, 32cm.
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Plate 4 (barscale: 15um)

Fig. 1. Asteromphalus parvulus Karsten: GC 98-06, 216cm.

Fig. 2. A. hookeri Ehrenberg: GC 98-06, 9%6cm.

Fig. 3. Actinocyclus curvatulus Janisch: GC 98-06, 64cm.

Fig. 4. A. octonarius Ehrenberg: GC 98-06, 88cm.

Fig. 5. Thalassiosira eccentrica (Ehrenberg) Cleve: GC 98-06, 32cm.

Fig. 6. T anguste-lineata (A. Schmidt) Fryxell and Hasle: GC 98-06, 80cm.



202 off HF 2OEXS0N 428 H 4] 72

X

&)
&
L

Plate 5

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

« Actinocyclus curvatulus Janisch: GC 98-06, 104cm, X1163.

« Thalassiosira anguste-lineata (A. Schmidt) Fryxell and Hasle: GC 98-06, 8cm, X891.
. T anguste-lineata (A. Schmidt) Fryxell & Hasle: GC 98-06, 16cm, X938.

. T striata (Harwood and Maruyama): GC 98-06, 8cm, X720.

. T striata (Harwood and Maruyama): GC 98-06, 112cm, X1125.

. T striata (Harwood and Maruyama): GC 98-06, 16cm, X975.

. Stellarima microtrias (Ehrenberg) Hasle and Slims: GC 98-06, 16cm, X975.
8. Actinocyclus ingens Rattray: GC 98-06, 112cm, X1313.

9. A. curvatulus Janisch: GC 98-06, 112cm, X975.

10. A. actinochilus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 104cm, X1500.

11. A. actinochilus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 16cm, X1125.

12. A. actinochilus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen: GC 98-06, 16cm, X713.
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