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Regional Development and Regional Geography*
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Abstract : Recently it is supposed to be a shift to regional geography. To understand the emergence of the new
regional geography, It must be remarked that the progress of capitalist production and consumption change our
conceptional apparatus such as representation of space. Region is one of the important mode of representations of
space and time. In the Fordist capitalism of 20th century, development is regarded as diffusion of capitalist
expansion of western worlds. State must support capitalist growth through regional policies which include
constructing of infrastructure and regionalization of spatial division of labour. The regional development theories
contributed as ideology and policy tools for state intervention. The region was simply one of the most logical
classification tools of organizing geographical informations. In the theories of regional development, the concept of
region was reduced to the formal unit of classification.

As the transition from Fordism to flexible accumulation, the region is again acquiring its ‘identity’ and
‘authenticity’. In this tendency of the revival of region, it is expected that good achievement could be made in the
field of regional geography through relevant research methods. It is also believed one of the available means are
historical approaches to the cultural and ecological regions. The historical approaches to cultural and ecological
regions are not only correspondent with cultural development strategies of local governments, but also could convey
regional identities through both narrativization of place and aestheticization of landscape.

Key Words : region, regional geography, mode of representation, regional development, diffusion, state, flexible
accumnulation, cultural and ecological region.
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