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A Study on the Reforming Method of the Rural Land
Regulations in the North Korea

- Focused on the Public Land Lease from Henry George's Theory -

Chang Soo Park

Seoul National University

Summary

Recently the North Korea has been suffered from the grain shortage, and the fundamental reason was in
the socialistic land regulations and collective production which restrain farmers’ labor desire. So one of the
key to solve the problem may be in the reformation of the socialistic land regulations and collective
production, however, the capitalistic land regulations may not work as the reformational alternative in the
North Korea.

The third altemative for land reformation should consider efficiency and equality of reformation itself as
well as environmental problems. The purpose of the study was to discuss the possible application of the
Public Land Lease from Henry George(1839~1897)'s theory.

The basic idea of the Public Land Lease was that the government has the right of sentence and the right
of profit for the land, and the individual has the right of use for the land. Under the Public Land Lease, the
individual must pay the land rent for the period of the use for land, and must return the land when the
contract is over. If the North Korea’s rural land regulations reformed into the Public Land Lease, it would
be the first reformational model beyond China.

Key Words : North Korea, Public land lease, Henry George.
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