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The Growth and Development of Infants in Orphanage

Kim, Tae Im*

This study were conducted to assess the
physical growth and developmental status of
infants in orphanage in order to provide an
empirical data. The subjects for this study were
104 infants and toddlers who were reared in an
orphanage in D Metropolitan city.

The instrument used for this study were
anthropometric ~ assessment and DDST for
normative data of development. Data has been
collected from September 1st, 1998 to August
31st, 2000 and were analyzed using SPSS/
PC(Version 10.0) with frequency, mean, standard
deviation, ANOVA and Chi-square test.

The results of this study were as follows;

1. 308% of infants in orphanage had
abnormal weight, 269% had abnormal
length, and 221% had abnormal head
circumference and most of them were

distributed below 50 percentile of growth

* Department of Nursing, Daejeon University
(corresponding aythor: ktimh6@dju.ac.kr)
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chart.

2. 53.8% of infants in orphanage had normal,
279% had qustionable, and 183% had
abnormal developmental screening test
results, especially, 31.5% of infants in
orphanage ages 3 to 5 years had abnormal
developmental  screening  test  results,
according to the Denver Developmental
Screening  Test(DDST).  There was a
significant developmental delay noted in
the language and fine motor-adaptive
sector.

3. It is anticipated that developmental delays
would increase in severity by older the
mean age of orphanage infants and longer

the time being raised in orphanage.

It would be concluded that the physical
growth and developmental status of orphaned
infants were very vulnerable and serious and it
is suggested that there needed an effective
intervention strategies to promote growth and

development of infants in orphanage.



