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[1] A set is any collection of objects. (McDougal
Littell 29AH9] 19993 W 3A)

[2] A set is a collection of distinct objects or
elements. (Amsco School Publication 2 %A}
9 1999 w3 A])
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A Critical review on the concept of set as a school
mathematics topic

Kyunghwa Lee (Chongju National University of Education)

The concept of “set” in  school
mathematics has undergone many changes
according to the revision of curriculum and
the transition of the paradigm in
mathematics education. In the discipline-
centered curriculum, a set was a repre-
sentative concept which reflected the spirit of
New Math. After the Back to Basics period,
the significance of a set concept in school

mathematics has been diminished.

Kyungmee Park (Hongik University)
Jaehoon Yim (Chonnam National University)

First, this paper elaborated several
controversial aspects of the terms related to
set, such as a collection and a set, a subset,
and an empty set. In addition, the changes
of the significance imposed to a set concept
in school mathematics were investigated.
Finally, this paper provided two alternative
approaches to introduce and explain a set
concept which emphasized both mathematical

rigor and learmer’s psychology.
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