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A Study on the Reds of Kyungbok Palace

HFH / Jeong, Yoo-Na

Abstract

Koreans have regarded the red as a major color from old times. The red is a traditional color to have symbols of high
position, national foundation and especially royalty. So, we can see the reds in the palace for kings very much.

The purpose of this study is to draw out the features of color red in the Kyungbok palace. The color was analyzed by two
categories-architectural buildings * structures and ornamental painted patterns. The major findings from this research are
summarized as follows:

1. Seokganju(similar to terra rossa) and toyugsaek(light seokganju) are found main colors in architectural space, while

seokganju has a linear effect and toyuk has a facial effect.

2. Yugsaek(similar to light vermillion) and Jangdan(similar to orange) are found main colors in ornamental painted patterns.

These colors are more vivid and brighter than those for architectural space.

3. As for two-color combination, reds and blues(including greens) are found major combination both of architectural space

and ornamental patterns. And reds and white are the following combination, which gives an bright image by white.

4. As for three-color combination, red~white-black combination of pediment and red-blue-white combination of openings are

found very popular in architectural space, while red-blue-vellow combination is most popular in ornamental patterns.

The reds are found dominant color of both architectural space and ornamental patterns in the Kyungbok palace. The color

design as shown in the Kyungbok palace can be considered as the feature of traditional color design.
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