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Realizations of Discourse Focus and Structure of Intonation in Japanese
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study is to see in terms of Fy variation in Japanese how
discourse focus and the lexical word accent interact with each other in realizing overall
intonation patterns. Discourse focus causes prosodic restructuring of phrase structures
and, as a result, largely affects pitch contours, whereas the lexical word accent is said to
delimit the Fy into a certain range.

Measurement of Fo was made of utterances of Japanese sentences to observe behavior
of pitch contours with varied focus assignment and lexical accent specifications. The
utterances were obtained in question-answer discourse contexts so that in a sentence,
either one NP was always focused or no focus was assigned. I set four points for Fy
measurement; Frs, Fim, Fz, and Fom, two for each noun phrase corresponding to Fo at the
beginning of the first syllable and that of the vocalic portion of the second syllable in the
two NP’s. The results of present study were as follows: (1) for all combination of lexical
accent types, the Fo rise both in NP1 and NP2 are higher when focused than when not
focused. (2) NP2 starts a new accentual phrase when focused, showing even higher Fo
than NP1, the latter of which implies that in forming a new accentual phrase by
focusing, catathesis does not seem to take effect on NP2 preceded by accented NP1. (3)
unfocused NP2 preceded by unaccented NP1 has higher Fo than those preceded by
accented NPI.

Keywords: Fy, Discourse Focus, Lexical Word Accent, Accentual Phrase,
Catathesis, Focused Phrase, Unfocused Phrase.

1.4 &

Ao g ARNNE BA&7e) LT 5HE FaAdol Bk Fo] Hobgel wa
S4EEo FAAFDL Uk AT YRojSEAL B4, wspyo]l APaA Eaw L3}

7 BF A28 B opT GALEAY vhEe 9ot As4el U wah, 9=
dRqSEA YEf2 AT LSS ST fANE deole &8 SAAA




188 478 A9 AM4E (2002, 12)

olsfista &3foF gtk 1ejy] YsiME dEolY ARYH, JAE 24, YEF
e 3 5RE& 2AME Havt dth

ToAM FoT 9EE e & SAHR FrF2SY] nSBAE
olsfstr] $§ HIARM HIprzoAMe AEUAY 2B 2AFH +&4 849
aE3

2. 24 23 9 24 43

21 ¥X 53

ol 2H4LE M Y 98E 3 2€F EAL F, 53 23] ¥4 7
o Al FAolA A2 Fdol 3 Fo B5FtHURE - 94 1994, H9< 19%). 194,
Yo 23 4EF o3 FHNEFHY BAE 2 dFE Qe /“7‘401':} A, &
TANE dE 23 A oM BATY oF GHE o fFE Le WA ¥
Ao o BA BFHEVE ¥z doh

22 BENAg

2 Ao BAE e £ 'NPI+NP2+VP, 9] #2802 NP1# NP2 Agd 3
wojz @ e 247 08 4 £FY WAS NN ¥e 16 7 Bojth FAHO
2, dAE 9 Yxo] mel PHFH(X:E 15, YINAD), HEHX AL, YIHAA), :5
BXkhutz, hr»l), BERXBEZ, Y:'HEN)Y oS s Folrl ot stz
Al o= Rk 2Ho] FolAl ¥ FHEIE A0, A HA HAF 2He] ¥ gl &
& Al F HA AT 2ol T L3 E A28 JYeEhrE ok

2.3 B4y

obeh WSHES 10 H4 AALE WHFHOE DAt IReL, YRol ELPARH
(44, 21 DA AA2PA AGHES BRI, UYWAY BFEL DATH $71(SONY
TCD-DIO)] =&3te], D& AR N7 FREMR(S)I - 114 : 19898 o) §3te] FoB 573
SEhD FANCE, & 79 Al 249 Fod) AT A2 ¢4 HnPe ZHs 3
A% EZEAE THD 49AHRL YASA,

HAEQ0) 5L
What happen-PAST-INT
What happened?

o
g9E

D H438Ae] E3E 5 Ho] dEASAENA E2E F Ad2Yutn A Y 23y
e



diole] 27 AR Aol P2 189

dF A0 Xic YZ b bhotz,
X-SOURCE Y-ACC get-PAST.
I got Y from X.

ARLQL R YiE LHoRo,
Who-SOURCE Y-ACC get-PAST-INT
Whom did you get Y from ?
WEAD) Xz Y* b0/,
X-SOURCE Y-ACC get-PAST.
I gotY from X.

ARQ) Xic ZicE L hoo,
X-SOURCE What-ACC  get-PAST-INT
What did you get from X?
A (A2) Xz Y% bhot,
X-SOURCE Y-ACC get-PAST.
Igot Y from X.
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w35
el A0 Al A2 s
AT | A2F | Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
0 0 142.7 1.49 163.2 436 1437 7.16 +
0 1 156.6 433 182.4 4.27 128.4 5.81 +
0 2 154.2 3.03 179.0 495 123.0 464 +
0 3 144.4 416 1786 3.29 113.6 3.05 +
1 0 165.0 4.69 2076 9.71 1414 8.29 +
1 1 146.8 9.26 205.0 469 1344 416 +
1 2 146.6 7.99 2076 7.02 1326 251 +
1 3 155.4 555 204.8 1.09 1278 8.26 +
2 0 168.2 1.79 184.4 2.88 1226 2.79 +
2 1 1586 6.23 2004 472 1318 6.22 +
2 2 156.2 6.87 1970 447 125.0 6.36 +
2 3 145.4 5.48 194.0 212 119.2 597 +
3 0 1792 455 2102 522 1444 9.86 +
3 1 168.8 715 206.2 567 1338 - 9.49 +
3 2 1684 6.84 2028 3.56 130.0 5.10 +
3 3 1706 6.07 2134 5.37 144.0 158 +
E 2 zHY §Fd IE A279 Foo FHux
g R
S A0 Al A2 son
AT | AT Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
0 0 137.4 1.71 141.8 3.19 158.2 4,02 +
0 1 181.2 4,08 176.0 6.04 182.2 463 *
0 2 198.0 2.23 146.6 6.97 1774 1.34 *
0 3 177.2 2.17 166.2 8.07 186.6 485 *
1 0 144.4 416 1004 513 161.0 583 +
1 1 167.0 © 374 1084 251 185.8 164 +
1 2 177.8 3.89 102.2 2.28 1878 849 *
1 3 174.8 2.49 99.0 1.87 194.2 563 *
2 0 131.6 351 103.0 4.89 147.2 5.02 +
2 1 183.0 3.00 120.6 313 186.0 579 *
2 2 1934 1.34 1016 2.30 1916 6.02 *
2 3 1854 2.41 104.0 1.87 192.2 1.64 *
3 0 140.8 2.28 1114 2.30 165.4 853 +
3 1 188.0 3.00 139.0 4.64 183.0 3.00 *
3 2 188.2 7.26 106.6 3.05 191.0 5.87 +
3 3 190.8 4.09 116.0 7.18 194.0 3.08 +
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"'TAPECH+BAF0)+VPy "FLHEQ+FALZW)+VP, 'FLEQ2)+FTAH@Q)+VP, T
(2)+7] ¥ (3)+VP, 9] Fy WstE 39 30 Hed
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"FRFD)+FBF0)+VP, "FRE(D+FRF()+VP, r‘:“’f"‘(l)’r-ari’-t‘*(2)+VPJ Ty
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1 "H9y+3_Y+VP, 9 FHEs

T [N} e [ ) 1.
Tias (aanl

2. "BUP+FuP+VP, Y] FHLE

3. "FRY+HVY+VP, o FH LS

4. "FIP+FAY+VP, 9 FH L
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5. "BAEFH+FAYF+VP, o A1Tl 23

6. "HAY+FRP+VP, 9 A1Tel 23
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7. TEDY+PBYVP, ) AT 2F 8 TFLHFRYVP, AT 24
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11. " 18+HBH+VP,9) 27 28 12 "FRFH+FuEP+VP, 9 AT x4



