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Vertical Dimension in Complete Denture : A Literature Review &

Clinical Procedures

Jun-Yong Chung D.D.S.

Kwangju Christian Hospital Dentistry, Department of Prosthodontics

Purpose

This article describes the historic and clinical aspects of the determination of the vertical dimension of occlusion and
the synoptic procedure of the determination of the vertical dimension of occlusion in complete denture. The determining
procedure of the susceptible vertical dimension of occlusion is one of the most important steps in construction of complete
denture and prosthodontic treatment. It is considered essential for the improvement and the recovery of facial esthetics

and stomatognathic functions.

Results

Several methods have been suggested for measurement of the vertical dimension of occlusion in the construction of
complete denture and the prosthodontic rehabilitation. These range from pre-extraction records to the use of physiologic
rest position, swallowing, phonetics, esthetics and facial proportion, etc. But, there is no universally accepted or completely
accurate method. There seems to be no significant advantages of one technique other than those of cost, time and

equipment requirements, and seems to be in controversial in determining the vertical dimension.

Conclusion
The vertical dimension of occlusion should be determined and reinspected carefully by dentist for a successful prosthesis
with several methods. The more investigations are necessary for more objective and scientific techniques in determining

the vertical dimension of occlusion.

Key words ; physiologic rest position, stomatognathic function, vertical dimension of occlusion.
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