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[Abstract]

An Analysis of English Reduplicative compounds

Hyung-Youb Kim
(Korea University)

The main purpose of this paper is to show how Jespersen analyzed the date
of English compound related with reduplication. Especially dealing with the
compound words he classified the examples related with reduplication as a
separate part and attempted to account for the patters based on the structure of
the first syllable constituting the initial part of the second element in a
compound word. I tried to explain the peculiar shape of the reduplicational
pattern in English based on the Optimality Theory, especially the method of
'melodic overwriting' of McCarthy(1997). According to the analysis the initial
part of the second clement of a compound has to be stipulated before
reduplication occurs. When the reduplicant has to be decided at the first
syllable of the second element, the form which is stipulated to take the
position comes to appear at the post instead of repeating the morphemic shape

of the first syllable at the first element of the word.



