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[Abstract}

Ecological Poetics of Light and Sinmyeong
A Study on Park Dujin's Nature Poems

Young-Sup Lee
(Kyungwon University)

Park Dujin has written the nature poems through his keen sense for light and the
emotion of Sinmyeong (the excited and enthusiastic mind) from his early poetry to
his later poetry. His poetic emotions, with the periods of his composition of poems,
are expressed in the juxtaposition of the waiting for something or the existential
agony with the devout faith. But he has pursued the monistic nature through the
emotion of light and Sinmeoung. Therefore all his poems are characterized as the
nature poems which expose the artistic wholeness transcending the ideology and
spirit of his times.

Up to the present, Korean ecological poems have been absorbed in examining
and criticizing the crisis for the environmental pollution and the destruction of
ecosystem. Therefore Korean ecological poems could not get out of the dualistic
ecological consciousness of the opposing environment confronting between man and
nature. The ecological peculiarity in Park Dujin's nature poems is not the level of
the man-oriented environment or bioecology but the monistic nature which man
and nature are unified. This fact can be said to be caused by the approach to the
objects on the basis of the sense for light and the emotion of Sinmyeong which

perceive the transcendental nature.



