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Abstract

The progress of environmental science and technology in the developed countries has been
rapid in recent years. Particularly remarkable has been the advancement of various pollutant
control measures, which have brought the pollution of inorganic factors such as air and water
under control. In contrast, diversity of the ecosphere, of which man is a part, is being steadily
impoverished and the biological community is getting unvaryingly uniform. These phenomena
were brought about by the expansion of artificial environment such as new industrial
complexes, transportation facilities and urban developrent.

Man has constructed uniform and artificial environment, believing in the premise of
confrontation with nature, to such a scale that the natural environment and biological
community have lost their balance. This will increasingly endanger the soundness of the biotic
environment of nature, which constitutes the potential foundation both for the survival
environment of man as biological entity and for the development of human civilization. In order
to guarantee the soundness of man’s body, intelligence and sensitivity as wholesome gene pool
on the earth and for the future of man, primarily important environmental education is the
understanding of how man can everlasting exist in and with the survival environment. In view
of this reality, it is wvitally important to create ecologically diverse and well-balanced
environment with living materials, ie., vegetation in order to secure lasting survival
environment for man. This task is urgently required in highly artificial environment where
non-biological materials have forced the impoverishment of the biological community. Therefore,
environmental education for the future should not be totally oriented to technology as that in
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the past nor it is limited to the medical aspect where well-being of human is the sole object

of concern. That is to say, environmental education for the future should be one that provides

knowledge that human can understand his place based on the ecological concept and thereby

make him to have ethical consciousness that he can control his behavior within the

reasonable level for ecological niche who he is located.
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