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Abstract

A Study on the Nordic Sweaters

*Division of Textiles &

Fashion Seon-Myung, Lee*

(Dept., Computerized
Knitting)
Hanyang Women's
College ) . o i
This study investigates the characteristics of Nordic sweaters works

from a historical perspective. Specifically, this study deals with the
following research topics: 1) development of Nordic sweaters, 2) the
characteristics of Nordic sweaters industry according to the change
of times, 3) the comparison of local knitting patterns, 4) the symbolic
meaning of the designs in the Nordic sweaters and patterns.

The results of the study are summarized as follows.

1. Knitted work developed mostly in Northern Europe, a cold area,
and the barren, mountainous coastal areas where people frequently
used woolen materials for clothes. It was also developed in
Scandinavian regions which lead the fashion in modern days.
Scandinavian knitting techniques have been diffused into the east
coast of England and Northern Europe by Vikings,

2. Scandinavian countries are distinguished from other countries by
their conservative but creative cultural tradition. Their knitting
patterns are characterized by small geometric figures such as dots,
triangles, squares, rhombuses, and crosses used often with stars and
roses. Scandinavian knitting is also salient for its vertical stripes
and simple motifs repeating at short intervals.
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1) Norway

Simple and geometric Norwegian patterns are classified into three
groups of motifs: (a) the motifs of cross, diamond, X, and swastika
(#). (b) the motifs of human figures, animals and birds, (c) floral
motifs (especially eight-petal roses). Their use of color is also
simple, and is limited to more than two colors,

{2) Sweden
Swedish patterns are colorful and geometric. They are
characterized by features such as brocade, complex embroidery, and
contrast of red and black colors. They also show Guernsey patterns.
Initials and production years were knitted in sweaters which have
different patterns in their trunks and sleeves.

3) Denmark

The Danish pattern is the purl stitch knitted against the
stockinette stitch. The technique is used to copy woven damask
motifs. The patterns are seen most clearly when they are knit with
smooth yarn. The Faeroe sweaters are the representative work of
Danish knitting. Faeroe knitting, incorporates stranded pattern and
is knit in the round, either with circular needles,

4) Finland

Finnish patterns are similar to Norwegian patterns. Finnish
knitted work show very colorful, variety and free-flowing geometric
patterns,

5) Iceland
Icelandic knitting shows original ribbon pattern. Lope sweater is
the representative work.

3. The traditional knitting patterns not only carried symbolic
meanings but also served as means of communication. First of all,
patterns had incantatory meanings, Patterns were symbolic of one’s
social standing, too.

The colors, motifs and their arrangements were very important
features symbolizing one's social position or family line. People
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often communicated by certain pieces of knitted work or patterns.

In short, the knitted work in the Nordic sweaters served the
function of admiring the beauty of nature and symbolizing various
meanings. The unique designs and colors of the knitted work
reflected the characteristics of the culture those works belonged to.

This study also turns our attention to the issue of how the
traditional colors and designs of the knitted work can contribute to
the development of modern designs, and by doing so, if makes us
realize the importance of knitted works in modern society.

-Key words : =2Y A (Nordic sweaters) WAEU4E7| (Stranded
color pattern) ANEHEEF (Traditional Knitting pattern), ml2ofA
(Stockinette), ¥&3 9u] (Incantatory meaning), 434 2u| Symbollc
meaning),
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