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Hanyang Woman's
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Abstract

A Studuy on the Social Identity Described in
the Dress of Pearl S. Buck' s Novels

Hee-Sun, Kim*

This study was to analyze the social identity described in the dress
of the American novelist Pearl S. Buck's (1892-1973) major works.

A novelist pursues varying and refined expressions in an effort to
convey to readers the character’ identities of his or her own
creation. In particular, Pearl S. Buck was a great writer who was
awarded the Novel Literature Prize, and since her work The Good
Earth recorded a world-wide bestseller, she might well be called a
popular novelist. She depicted well her characters’ identities from
divers viewpoints with her unique delicacy and realistic expressions.

For this study, the following seven works which are considered to
feature the dresses for character' s identity well were selected out
of her 85 works : The Good Earth (1931) , Sons(1932) , The Mother
{1934) , A Housed Divided (1935) , The Hidden Flower (1952) , Love
and the Morning Calm (1953) and Letter from Peking (1957) . For an
analytical tool, the content analysis method was used.

In order to systematically review the social identity described in
the dress individuals' identity were classified into the following
categories based on the identity theories:

Social identity were divided into @ age identity @ sex, gender
identity ® economic identity @ occupational identity ® political
identity ® religious identity @ kinship identity ® regional identity

The characters’ age identity, sex, gender identity, economic
identity, occupational identity, political identity, religious identity,
kinship identity, regional identity were depicted by their dresses and
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physical features.

All in all, it is hoped that this study would provided important cues
to the understanding of the other party s identity through his or her
dresses in mutual relationship: It is believed that this study would
be useful because they are arranged through the analysis of the
dresses featured in the great writer's works using a consistent
framework of analysis.

- Key words : 943 AHA (Age identity), 4 AAA (Sex, Genderidentity)
AHA AA4 (Economic identity), %4 HA4 (Occupational identity)
A&3 AA)4 (Kinship identity), 24 HH)4 (Religious identity), 32l

A ZH4 (Political identity), 2194 BAA (Regional identity)
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