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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze STS contents in the elementary school science textbooks
developed under the 7th national curriculum. Major findings from the analyses are as follows: (1) The
percentage of STS contents included is 26% by the number of pages, and 40% by the lesson hour.
Higher proportions of the STS contents are found in the domains of ‘energy’ and ‘material’. By
grade level, the coverage of 5th grade textbooks is relatively low. (2) Most STS topics are related to
science rather than technology or society. (3) In many cases, STS contents are used in the whole
processes of a lesson. (4) Most activities are ‘group activity’ or ‘experiment - observation’. There
are few activities of ‘role playing’, ‘spot study’ or ‘interview’. These results indicate that recent STS
education trends are reflected on the revised textbooks well. However, it is suggested that some
improvement is needed, such as diversification of topic or activity.
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