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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine how well students can acquire scientific knowledge from the
process and activity presented in the textbook. This is achieved by analysing of comparison on the
material area in the 6th and 7th national curriculums’ 3rd and 4th grade science textbooks. The
method of this study is to analyse the contents, teacher’s instruction and illustrations of the textbooks
in the material area in both 6th and 7th national curriculum’s 3rd and 4th grade science textbooks.

Following is the result of the study. First, compared to the 6th national curriculum’s content, 7th
national curriculum is composed by phenomenon and activity focused. This considers student’s
developmental stages and abilities of concentration so one topic in the textbook is divided into 16
small contents. Therefore the textbook content of the 7th curriculum seems to have desirable changes.
Secondly, teacher’s instruction in the textbook of the 7th curriculum has impartial distribution in part
T and part I according to Romey’s analysis. This shows that some problems of writing textbooks
that were pointed in the 6th curriculum have been improved. Thirdly, the content of the textbook
emphasizes inquiry process as the 6th curriculum did. The 7th curriculum, however, more deeply
deals with expecting and inferring. Finally, the analysis of illustration shows that the proportion of
motive induction is high. This is also desirable approach to give students more interests in studying

science.
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