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A Study of the Remodeling Techniques for Old Apartment Blocks

URY
Kim, Ja-Hong

Abstract

The rebuilding method for old apartment housing blocks has merits of providing new buildings
and larger private living spaces. However, it causes many serious urban problems, such as shortage
of infrastructure capacity, traffic congestion, reduction of building life, and deterioration of open
space quality. Nowadays, remodeling is accepted as a way of overcoming such negative effects of
the rebuilding method. This study focuses on the various techniques of remodeling. The results of
this research are as follows; First, old apartment blocks provide poor level of service in general, so
they have problems of bad accessibility, deterioration of facilities, and degraded landscape. In many
cases, there is a hindrance from walking freely and security problem due to illegal privatization of
public spaces. Second, various remodeling techniques are required to meet residents’ different needs.
The residents of apartment housing value private space above public space, and show low level of
willingness to pay cost for remodeling. Third, based on these findings, some remodeling techniques
are suggested - integration of a space to another, expansion of spaces, connection of spaces, reuses
of roofs and walls, relocation and renovation of paths between buildings, and so on.
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