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Distribution and Phylogeny of the Gibbon

Jae~-Won Huh and Heui-Soo Kim*

Division of Biological Sciences, College of Natural Sciences, Pusan National University, Pusan 609-735, Korea

Abstract

Gibbons are called lesser apes and classified hominoidae, catarrhini, anthropoidea, primates. They are successfully
speciated with 12 species, 4 generas, in tropical forest of Southeast Asia. Ten species among them are endangered.
Compared to other primates, gibbons are highly endangered. However, we do not know exact geographical
distributions of gibbons and their subspecies numbers. Therefore further investigations are needed for lesser apes. It
is of great important to know exact phylogenetic relationships with the information of distribution and identification
of gibbon species in order to understand speciation and conservation of gibbons.
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Table 1. Gibbon species and chromosome numbers

Genus Chromosome number Scientific name Common name
Hylobates Lar group H. agilis Agile gibbon
(44:chromosome numbers) H. klossii Kloss’s gibbon
H. lar White-handed gibbon
H. moloch Silvery gibbon, Javan
H. muelleri Muller’s gibbon,
Gray or Bornean gibbon
H. pileatus Pileated gibbon
Bunopithecus (38) B. hoolock Hoolock
Nomascus Crested gibbons, N. concolor Western black crested gibbon
concolor group N. sp. cf. nasutus Eastern black crested gibbon
(52) N. gabriellae Yellow-cheeked crested gibbon
N. leucogenys White-cheeked crested gibbon
Symphalangus (50) S. syndactylus Siamang
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Fig. 1. Distribution of gibbon species
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Fig. 2. Traditional phylogeny of gibbon species.
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Fig. 2. Traditional phylogeny of gibbon species.
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