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Abstract

To demonstrate the prevalence of Toxocara spp eggs in public playgrounds in Seoul city,
sand samples collected from March to November in 2001 were examined. Of 2,600 sand
samples from 650 playgrounds surveyed, 41 sands from 39 places(6%) had Toxocara canis
eggs. Sand samples in apartment complex were more contaminated(9.7%) with the eggs than
in residential area(2.4%). Toxocara canis eggs in sands were found in large number of in the

spring but other seasons were less found.
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Table 1. Monthly changes in detection of Toxocara canis eggs

Month 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total
No examind 62 41 56 23 63 0 131 199 75 650
No positive 15 8 12 0 2 0 1 1 0 39(6%)

Table 2. Prevalence of Toxocara canis eggs in
playground sands according to the

area
Apartment Residential
complex area  area
No examined 318 332
No positive 31 8
Detective rate(%) 9.7 2.4
. 3974 EolH F 197149 EolEdiM e

nnEE FHA, 1849 EolEHdAE 1
UlF9 a2ln 27049 soledA e vs
PnPE FARFAA A HEdo] HEHA
TH(Table 3).

Table 3. Prevalence of Toxocara caniseggs in
the various sampling sites

Sampling site® No of positive % positive

A 19 487
B 18 46.1
A&B 2 5
* A:swing, B:playground slide
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Table 4. Comparison of Toxocara canis eggs detection rate of two area

Apartment complex area

Residential area

Total
No examined No positive No examined No positive
Southern area 143 15(105)° 147 3(2) 290(6.2)
of Han river
Northern area 183 16 (87) 177 5(2.8) 360(5.8)

of Han river
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