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Abstract

This comparative study between Korean and German housings aims at understanding different structural
systems in the indoor and outdoor spaces, depending upon the user's perception of the socio-cultural attributes.
The analysis starts with four alternative contrary assumptions, that appear in morphological forms of dwelling;
1) linear distribution vs. areal distribution of residential districts, 2) mirror system vs. comb system in the layout
of plot plans, 3) organization of front vs. back outdoor spaces and 4) opening vs. closing in the indoor spaces.
A clear difference is found between Korean and German samples in view of public and private relationships
between indoor and outdoor spaces as well as the intermediate space. In the korean housing there always exists
a symbolic and psychological territory of a certain sphere. On the other hand, outdoor space passes through
various phases only to form a certain hierarchy even in a private space and, thereby, sets a boundary between
private and public areas. In the case of Germany, the building itself draws a clear line between private and
public outdoor spaces, and therefore the outdoor space has a “front” and “back™. Thus, Germany's private space
may face a genuine public space and street, which is rare in the Korean housing. Although the layout of indoor
space in the korean housing tends to be open, such an openness may be outstanding in living and dining spaces,
kitchen and various accesses to rooms. In the case of Germany, such indoor spaces are usually closed to each
other. Thus, corridors act to separate these spaces. Such differences are analysed to be due to the different
perceptions of interpersonal and socio-cultural attributes as intra-family and inter-neighbor relationships or
communications.

Keywords : socio-cultural attributes, spatial organization and structure, publicity and privacy, intra-family and
inter-neighbor relationships, morphological forms
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