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Ceruminous Gland Tumor in a Dog
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College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University

Abstract : A 9-year-old male Yorkshire terrior with recurrent chronic otitis externa and otitis interna was referred to the
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital of Seoul National University. Radiographic findings indicated mineralization around
the right ear canal. A tan nodular mass, 1 cm in diameter, was noted near the tympanum after total ear canal ablation.
Cytologically, the imprint smear of the cut surface of the mass produced clusters of cells with abundant and weakly basophilic
cytoplasm, one small round nucleus and one or two nucleoli, mixed with both degenerate and non degenerate neutrophils.
The location of the nuclei was eccentric, and some cells contained somewhat coarse black granules in their cytoplasms,
on which the mass was diagnosed as ceruminous gland adenoma or hyperplasia associated with inflammation. Histopathologic
examination of the tumor was compatible with a diagnosis of ceruminous gland adenoma. The patient is responding well

to sugery and antimicrobial treatment.
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Fig 1. The lateral view showed slightly thickened and irreg-
ular right osseous bulla.
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Fig 2. The ventrodorsal view revealed marked calcification
around right middle ear canal. The right ear canal is not iden-
tified while the opposite ear canal is shown clearly.
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Fig 3. Ceruminous gland cells. Note the two cells in the right
upper contain black granular secretory material in their cyto-
plasm with eccentric nuclei. The nuclei are uniform in size
and shape.
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Fig 4. Cluster of ceruminous gland cells. The nuclei of the
cells are uniformly round and they contain a prominent small
nucleoli. Abundant cytoplasm and their somewhat eccentric
location of the nuclei give appearances of columnar epithelial
secretary cells.
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Fig 5. Ceruminous gland cells in clumps. Cells contain abun-
dant blackish granules in their cytoplasm. (arrow) The nuclei
are displaced eccentrically by these granules.

Fig 6. Ceruminous gland adenoma forming acini (arrow) and
ducts (arrowhead). H&E (><200)

(Fig 6).
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