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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to understand the subjective experiences of institutionalized, unmarried teenage mothers.

Through structured in-depth interviews, we have explored their feelings and values about pregnancies, sexual behaviors,

contraception, babies, adoption, babies’ fathers, and their own families. Ten unmarried teenage mothers, who were residing in
welfare facilities located in Seoul, Kyonggi, and Kangwon, were interviewed.

It turned out that the teenage mothers we interviewed had given little to no thought about pregnancy and contraception at

the time of conception. They contradicted themselves on a number of points. Since most of the fathers denied their

responsibilities, the mothers were angry with the babies’ fathers. At the same time, they felt humiliated about having to inform
the babies’ fathers about their pregnancy. They felt simultaneously sorry and resentful toward their own parents. They cared
about their babies, yet they regretted not having had an abortion.

Listening to what these mothers say will help the professionals and researchers to explicate certain preconceptions and
prejudice about them, and to improve policies and services for them.

A Foj(key words) : At 7]&E R (unmarried teenage mothers), ¢4l (pregnancy), A 85 (sexual behavior)
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