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An Analysis of Geological Research Activities in North Korea

Seong-Yong Kim'#*, Seong-Taek Yun? and Chul-Ho Heo®

Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF), 180-1, Kajeong-dong, Yuseong-ku, Daejeon 305-350, Korea
’Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Korea University, Seoul 136-701, Korea

Among the science and engineering fields in North Korean Academy of Sciences, geology occupies about 10
percent of the total number of departments. An analysis of major geologic research fields in North Korea, based on
the number of authors of 2000-2001 publications in a representative journal “Geology and Geography”, shows the
proportions as follows: mineralogy and petrology (31.0%), stratigraphy and paleontology (12.3%), economic geol-
ogy and geochemistry (11.6%), geophysics and structural geology (14.2%), and applied geology (31.0%). This pro-
portion is similar to that in South Korea in 1960s and shows that geologic research activity in North Korea is
concentrated for the purpose of mineral resources exploration. The academic collaboration between South and North
Korea in near future should include the researches on the reconstruction of geologic history in Korean peninsula
and Northeast Asia and the environmental restoration from mining-related environmental pollution in North Korea.
For active academic interchange between South and North Korea, efforts to overcome the academic gap are requi-
site. Frequent joint symposia, interchange programme of post-doctoral fellows, and cooperative researches on spe-
cific topics are recommended for this effort.

Key words : North Korea, geologic research activity, academic collaboration, interchange programme, cooperative
research
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Fig. 1. National policy-making system for research &
development in North Korea (from: www.unikorea.go.kr/
kor/data/note/N2000, '01.10.12).
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Fig. 3. Geological research institutions in North Korean
Academy of Sciences (from: www.unikorea.go.kr/kor/data/
note/N2000, '01.10.12).
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Table 1. Major research fields of articles published in Journal of Geology and Geography, North Korea (2000-2001).
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