@

M

Joumnal of the Korean Society
of Clothing and Textiles
Vol. 26, No. 7 (2002) p. 1093~1104

QOLITH FHI YHDIFO| HAE K AHEHO|| LTt 017
A Study on the Innovative characteristics and the Adoption of
Casual Hanbok in the late of 1990s

g alelsoldist o st AU AAAT, AL sn Yeuatehst o)zt
Heg-oeg
*Division of Design, Sungsim College of Foreign Languages
Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Seoul National University
Eun Young Choi* - Eun Young Rhee
(2002. 4. 15 H4)

Abstract

In this study, the diffusion phenomenon of casual Hanbok, which started in the mid 1990s and has been
widely spread ever since with innovative features in design, materials, etc., was reviewed.

Through the interviews of 45 people who have worn casual Hanbok, the advantages and disadvantages
of casual Hanbok related to its innovative characteristics were recorded and analyzed. Through the
questionnaires distributed to 482 adults living in Seoul, Busan, and Daejeon, the factors related to the
adoption of casual Hanbok were examined.

The following are the results from the empirical study.

First, the adoption of contemporary casual Hanbok is due to the consumers’ positive response to the
excellence of casual Hanbok's various innovative characteristics. What the consumers perceived as
innovative characteristics of casual Hanbok in the survey results validated the findings of the depth
interview, identifying seven subcategories of the innovative characteristics of casual Hanbok; aesthetics,
positive training effect on body and mind, difficulty in use, practicality, psychological attachment for “Our
Clothes”, economic efficiency, and symbolic compatibility.

And consumers who think highly of such spiritual and identity values as national consciousness, nature
affiliation, and community consciousness, had high evaluation to casual Hanbok. However, consumers’
prejudice against Hanbok, that Hanbok is for old people, uncomfortable, and not suitable to modern life,
turned out to have a negative influence on the adoption.

From these results, it can be concluded that casual Hanbok of the late 1990s is a fashlon with innovative
characteristics, different from the one in the 1980s worn by the demonstrators of popular movements and
democratic movements, and it emerged as a new symbol with the characteristics of cultural movement like
community consciousness and nature affiliation. -

Key words: casual Hanbok, innovative characteristics, sociocultural value;
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